
Technical Amendment to the 92db Noise Rule 
This was approved by the Board of Directors 

 

As follows in the spirit of harmony and giving everyone a chance to comply, I believe we, as board 
members need to alter the current rule at least for the 2007 season & see how things develop.  Below 
proposed changes I feel we as the board can make as a technical correction since the rule is in section 
"K" Technical Standards allowing it to be implemented immediately in hopes of curbing the situation that 
is quickly spiraling out of control.   
 
6. IMPBA Noise Rule 

At all IMPBA sanctioned events all boats MUST meet the following conditions, and boat 
operators accept the included mandates. 

 
a. A commercially available noise measurement device (Radio Shack or equivalent) must be 

used.  The noise measurement device will be set to the "A" weighted measuring scale, 
fast response. 

 

b.   The maximum allowed db level for IMPBA Sanctioned events will be 92 db. 
 

c.  1. Measurements must be made from the shoreline area, between buoy #6 and the starting 
line.  The measuring device will be set at a minimum height of 4' to a maximum 10’ 
above the water level.  The device will be pointed approximately 90 degrees to the 
running path of the boats.  There are to be no physical placed obstructions within 10 
feet of the table 360 degrees around the table or platform.  The db meter must be 
placed on a flat, stable platform such as a table with a minimum 2" soft foam pad under 
the meter body.  The sound inlet portion of the db meter must extend completely past 
the foam padding.  The measuring distance shall be minimum 100 feet back from the 
line formed between centers of buoys one and six with meter no further back than 25 
feet from waters edge.  If the distance, due only to ph ysical/geographical location 
(not trailers, tents, etc), requires less than 100 feet from buoy one & six center line to 
meter then 1 (one) db will be subtracted from the readings taken.  The meter shall not 
be placed any closer than 75 feet from the aforementioned line formed by buoy one and 
buoy six.  Pond locations that have potentially high reflectivity such as being closely 
(within 500 feet) surrounded by buildings and/or dense forestry may utilize an anechoic 
chamber to reduce reflective pressures. This chamber shall measure 12"x12"x12" 
square with minimum 1" (one inch) and maximum 2" (two inch) acoustical (egg crate 
pattern) foam lining the inside of chamber.  The end facing the pond shall be completely 
open with the meter pick up protruding into chamber from the opposite end centered in 
that end. 

 

2. All boats over the 92db limit shall be advised of being over. A boat found in violation of 
the 92db limit by at least 1 (one) db or more will be issued a technical warning for that 
heat. If upon subsequent heats the boat continues to exceed the db limit by at least 1 
(one) db or more it will be awarded last (9 th) place points (40 points) regardless of it's 
finish if said boat completes the heat or heats in question.  A DNF will still result in 25 
point score and a DNS remains 0 points.  At all IMPBA timed events including the 
International Regatta Straightaway and Oval Trophy Trials any boat exceeding the 92 
dB limit by 1 (one) dB or more will not receive a time for any pass attempt that the boat 
was found over the limit, all other passes at or under the limit will count. 

 
 
 



 
 

d. If more than one measurement is made, the highest reading will be used.  At the discretion 
of the CD, a participant may be required to    make a solo run to determine a db reading.  If 
a participant refuses    to make a solo run, they will be disqualified from the event. 

 

e. Measurements will only be made on boats that are on the race course, and are well under 
way (i.e., not getting on plane or being launched or in the pits). The boat should be 
traveling approximately perpendicular to the direction the measuring device is pointed, and 
the boat should be located approximately in front of the measurement device in one of the 

     racing lanes on the front straightaway. 
 

f. Measurement of the noise level should ideally be performed by the CD, but he/she may be 
assisted by others appointed by the CD if this is not practical. 

 

g. The host club shall provide the measuring device. 
 

h. All db meters to be used at national type events shall have been calibrated and/or 
certified for best accuracy in the 80-100db range within 6 months of that event & 
calibration documentation will be on or with meter during said event. For clubs not planning 
on hosting any national level competitions dB meters should be calibrated at least once a 
year. 

 

i. No race sanctions will be issued for any races on a national level that attempts to 
disregard, omit or otherwise choose not to comply with the IMPBA noise limit requirements.  
This rule will override any other rule in the IMPBA rulebook. 

 
 
 
 

 
 


