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IMPBA Hall of Fame Criteria 

 
Through the years, several people have been honored by their peers for making a 
contribution to model boating. The following criteria have been established for making 
nominations to the Hall of Fame. 

1. Significant contributions to the advancement of model boating or competition. 
 
2. Significant contributions to IMPBA  as an organization. 
 
3. Significant national recognition as a competitor. 
 
4. Significant technical contributions to model boating as a hobby sport without receiving 

financial gain or manufacturer status as a result. 
 
5. Manufacturers must make significant contributions in areas other than for, or as a result 

of, their products to be considered. 
 
6. National championships or records are not required for consideration. 
 
Each district can nominate 2 people each year, and any nominees will be voted on at the 
International Regatta Board meeting. 

 

The William E. LeFeber Award 
 

This is an award for outstanding sportsmanship and service to the organization. The award 
will be voted on and presented at the International Regatta each year. Nominations for this 
award may be sent to the IMPBA  office at any time, or given to the President or Secretary 
during the International Regatta up to the cutoff time announced at the Awards Banquet. The 
members attending the banquet will do the voting. 
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Hall of Fame Recipients 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Bridge 
John Bridge was best known for his 
accomplishments with class F twin engines 

geared together and driving a single shaft. 
Among his famous boats are Double Trouble, 
The Lead Sled, Outrageous, and Lager Head. 
John held the class F straightaway record from 
1972 thru 1977 with the exception of October 
1976 to June 1977. John's persistent interest and 
technical advances in class F twin-engine racing 
helped to develop a great interest in this class. It 
certainly has made class F Hydro’s one of the 
most exciting classes to watch. John was also the 
proud member of the 80-mile per hour club. 
John's contributions to the advancement of 
model boating and the IMPBA  are extensive. 
Long before the IMPBA  established districts, 
John served on the executive board. John served 
continuously as District II Director until his 
election as President in 1975 and 1976. His 
efforts in safety, insurance, rulebooks, and in 
organizational leadership will be valued and 
remembered forever. 

Ed Kalfus 

Ed Kalfus has the honor of being the first IMPBA
member elected to our Hall of Fame. He has been 
in model boating since IMPBA  was formed back in 
1949. He held numerous records with tether boats 
back in the 50's, at times exceeding 100 MPH with 
boats and engines he built himself. Ed switched to 
RC in the mid 60's. He held the F Hydro record for 
several years and was the first RC boater to hit over 
60 MPH. The above photo was taken Sept. 29, 
1968 just after he had set a new record of 61.475 on 
Belle Isle in Detroit 

Bill LeFeber 
 

Bill LeFeber was IMPBA  President for six years, 
and a director of IMPBA  long before we even 
had districts. Bill's contributions to IMPBA  are 
too numerous to list here. He devoted a lot of his 
personal time to the organization and put forth a 
lot of effort to expand its membership. Bill broke 
the E Hydro record on October 10th, 1976. He 
upped a record that had not been broken in four 
years by 5 MPH and got the second 80 MPH 
patch ever issued while doing it. 
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Mike Meelbusch. set his first IMPBA  record 
July 13, 1969 and from that date forward he was 
a boater to be reckoned with. Mike helped 
develop many of OCTURA’ S proto hulls prior 
to their kiting. He sure worked the bugs out of 
those hulls, setting 27 records, 12 Hydro records 
and 15 Mono records. Mike was the first 
IMPBA  boater to go over 50 MPH with a Mono 
hull. Mike’s contribution to model boating is 
more than setting records, and designing boats; 
he’s the guy you see helping the new boater into 
the winning circle. And isn’t that what it is all 
about - helping the new boater to become 
competitive. If you are to become a 
“BUSHWACKER”, you have to be a dam good 
driver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Preusse. Where do you start? Gary has 
held a total of 38 records dating back to 1965. In 
that year he held the D Hydro straightaway, D 
Hydro ¼ mile oval - twice, E Hydro ¼ mile oval 
and the port to port record of 16 miles in one 
hour and thirteen minutes at 13.15 miles per 
hour. Since then he has held records in 
straightaway in B, D, J, and K Hydro and C, E, 
F, L, and M Mono; in 1/3 mile oval B and D 
Hydro, and A, B, and J Mono. He certainly is 
well known for all his accomplishments in the B 
class which includes being the first B Hydro 
over 50 miles per hour, and winning the overall 
high point trophy at the 1974 Internats with a B 
Hydro. Gary was the third member of the 80-
mile per hour club. With the conception of what 
is now G and M models in 1962, Gary has been 
one of the instrumental people in getting model 
boating equipment available to the general 
public and thus aided in the promotion of model 
boating. Today Gary is still very active and has 
done a great deal to promote the scale unlimited 
hydro class. 

Ed Hughey is probably the most well known 
boater in the world. Ed is the pioneer of Model 
R/C Boat Kits. Ed currently is very active in 
developing “fast electric” boats and hardware. He 
has held 26 records and two National 
Championships since 1966. In 1968 and 1969 Ed 
set four records at the Internats and at one time 
actually held 12 records simultaneously. Ed’s 
accomplishments are numerous and as long as 
there is R/C boating, there will be Ed Hughey. 
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Marianne Preusse 
 

Marianne Preusse had the distinction to be 
the First Woman Boater to run over 50 MPH 
with an R/C model boat. She accomplished 
this on the 12th of October 1971 with her 
K&B .40 powered G.E.M. hydro “Misty”. 
This was not her first boating achievement, 
for on August the 20th 1966 she set a new 
Class “F” Mono World Record. Marianne 
Preusse was certainly among the first 
women to take up the challenge of racing 
model boats against men. Model boating 
was a big part of Marianne’s life - a family 
activity, not just her husband Gary and her 
children David and Debbie but all model 
boaters she came on contact with. IMPBA  
wishes to thank Marianne through her 
family for allowing us to be a part of her 
boating family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Perzentka 
 
Tom Perzentka has been Mr. RC Model 
Boating since the days of single channel 
radio and was involved in tether boating 
prior to that. His contributions to and 
support of IMPBA  as well as his supply of 
hardware and kits have been a tremendous 
factor in the growth of our hobby. How 
many of you in RC boating today remember 
the original White Heat Kit Boat, then the 
White Heat 5’s, 10’s, 14’s, 15’s and later the 
4-60? How about O & R engines, and the 
Octura 1.8 cubic in. build it yourself engine, 
or steering struts, cast aluminum mounts, 
and finally a great line of Cast Beryllium 
props. For many years Octura was the only 
high performance RC Boat and Accessory 
supplier. He kept it going. 
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Mert Mischnick 
 
Mert Mischnick. Mert was one of the 
pioneers in R/C Model Boating. Seeing the 
need of an easy way to cool engines, he 
designed and manufactured the “Kool 
Klamp”, later sold tooling and rights to 
Octura. Mert was IMPBA  president from 
1964 to 1966 and during that time he 
introduced the family membership. He saw 
that IMPBA  needed a new image away 
from the declining Tether boating activities 
to that of R/C Boating. Through a 
membership contest for a new logo design 
he selected the present design (by Bill 
LeFeber) for our new image in the R/C 
Boating world. He also designed one of the 
first IMPBA  official clocks. Mert was the 
U.S.A. representative to the World 
Championships held in South Africa in 
1971. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don Pinckert 
 
Don Pinckert is perhaps best known for his 
design and development of the outrigger 
style hydroplane. From his early designs, the 
present day outriggers have become the 
dominant hydro design in R/C racing. Not 
just satisfied with pioneering the outrigger 
design, he also designed some record 
breaking mono hulls. Don also served 
IMPBA  for many years as District III 
Director. Fostering of model boating is one 
of IMPBA ’ S objectives and has always 
been one of Don’s objectives. “Fostering 
Model Boating” by taking the new young 
model boaters under his wing and watchful 
eyes and helping them become competitive 
and in many cases entering their names into 
the record books. Yet, always putting 
emphasis on the importance of being a good 
sport when you win and a good sport when 
you lose. Don is not being honored for the 
awards he has won; he is being honored for 
his contributions to the advancement of 
model boating. 
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John Equi 
 
John Equi is considered one of the 
“founding fathers” of model boating in the 
North Alabama area, and was indispensable 
in forming and organizing the Huntsville 
Model Boating Association, where he has 
served as a club officer since its beginning. 
While his eyesight problem prohibits him 
from racing a model boat, he devotes much 
of his time and interest toward making the 
sport more attractive and better for those of 
us who do. Among his many contributions 
to model boating are his suggestions for 
maintenance and modifications for the 
IMPBA  timing equipment, and his 
recommendations for improving clarity of 
technical specifications for both hulls and 
engines while serving as the chairman of the 
Technical Review Committee. John was also 
the first person to design and patent a 
working tuned pipe system for model 
outboard motors. John epitomizes both the 
character and personality of a true boater. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fred McBroom 
 
Fred McBroom (IMPBA  No. 3895) joined 
the organization in 1973, and since that time 
has been very active in many capacities. He 
has been President of the Indy Model Boat 
Club, then became the District 4 Director, 
and then moved up to the job of IMPBA  
president in 1979, serving two terms. Still 
quite active on the Board as a Past-
President, he has been serving as treasurer, 
and has volunteered to take care of a lot of 
business items. He made sure IMPBA  was 
incorporated several years ago, and more 
recently obtained its non-profit status with 
the IRS. But, his boating life has not all been 
business oriented. A superb craftsman, he 
has found time to participate in many races. 
He helped to organize the first Indy 
Unlimited, and the two International 
Regattas held in Indianapolis. Now that 
divides his time between Indiana and 
Florida, he can be found at the boat ponds of 
both states actively participating and trying 
out new boats and setups. 
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Marten Davis 
 
Marten Davis has been an energetic R/C model 
boater for over 20 years, joining IMPBA  in 
1974 (No. 4112). His racing achievements 
include four US-1 awards, an Excellence of 
Performance Award and the President’s Cup. He 
held the B Hydro oval record for 7 years until it 
was retired and the D Hydro straightaway record 
for 6 years. He was the winner of the Indy 
Unlimited in 1993 and 1994. He was not only 
successful at racing; he was the owner of 
Precision Boat Mfg. (Crapshooter) for 6 years. 
During that time he designed a unique outboard 
rigger, the El Diablo. More recently he has been 
the co-builder of the first model boat engine 
dynamometer, has developed an Engine 
Analysis Program, and been the co-developer of 
the Prop Duplicator. He has been the President 
of the Indy Model Boat Club, and has served as 
District Director. But, the most important thing 
to add to these other qualities is the outstanding 
sportsmanship shown by Marten to his fellow 
boaters. If he is at the pond, you can bet that he 
will help any boater with their setup or props. It 
is not unusual for him to help his competition 
improve their equipment and then happily 
compete with a more potent opponent. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Len Skwiera 
 
Len Skwiera left his mark of accomplishments 
in both his racing skills and in his contributions 
to the hobby and IMPBA  organization. His 
racing achievements include: first model boater 
to win the “Excellence of Performance Award” 
in 1972, 4 US-1 National Championship awards, 
and World Record Holder on the Oval. His 
driving skills always made him a contender to 
win any race he entered. Len also made major 
contributions to IMPBA . He was the first 
President of the “Indy Model Boat Club”, 
IMPBA  District IV Director, IMPBA  President, 
Originator of the “Indy Unlimited” racing 
format, and co-creator of the “Hydro Masters 
Championships” held annually. Len proposed 
the US-1 National Championship awards. He 
was also a contributor to the safety of the hobby 
by helping to institute safety nets to protect 
spectators and contestants. 
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John Finch 

John Finch is truly dedicated to the hobby he enjoys so much. A master at driving on the 
racecourse, John’s racing accomplishments over the years include 3 US-1 awards and many Oval 
World Records in the D, E, and F Mono Classes. He is also the first model boater to earn a 70 
MPH patch record in 1966 with a class D boat. His Twincraft Mono hull designs have set Oval 
and Straightaway World Records, and won many championships and US-1’s for himself and 
many others. He was a founding member of the Old Dominion Model Boat Association in 1972.  

In 1991, he was president of the Richmond Area Model Boat Organization, and has served 
IMPBA  as District Director and Assistant District Director. John was also one of the key people 
involved in adopting the AMB Lap Counting System for use with R/C model boats. For more 
than 20 years John has spent countless hours at the lake trying new ideas to achieve the utmost 
performance from his boats and engines. Much of this information has been passed on to his 
fellow boaters through hundreds of articles he has written for nationally published magazines 
and newsletters, and through the 3 books he has written and published, which are aimed at the 
beginner boaters as well as the seasoned veterans of the sport. 

If anyone deserves credit for helping others with their model boats it would have to be John 
Finch. 
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Gene Taylor 

Gene became a member of IMPBA  in 1966, and was immediately active with the Memphis 
Model Powerboat Club. He set a new precedence by utilizing two ponds for the simultaneous 
S.A.W. and Oval Trophy Trials in Memphis for the 1971 International Regatta, in which he was 
contest director.  
 
Since 1966, Mr. Taylor has made several significant contributions to model boating during his 33 
years in IMPBA . These include his articles on Tuned Pipes and Hydro Sponson Designs 
published in Flying Models magazine many years ago, and his involvement with the Pulsed 
Infrared electronic timing sets introduced in 1985. He was the architect for the muffler/tuned 
pipe rule we still use today, and designed high performance rudders and hardware for monos and 
hydros. 
 
His service to the National organization is phenomenal and truly outstanding, which began as 
Assistant District 5 Director in the years 1973 thru 1976. Election to District 5 Director was a 
major milestone in 1978, and continued with a successful reelection in 1982. His IMPBA  board 
activity continued as Records Director in 1983 and 1984. By this time Gene was well known and 
his desire to serve was rewarded by a successful presidential victory for 1984 - 1988. Gene’s 
dynamic leadership created 4 new areas to assist the IMPBA  organization. He proposed the 
Technical Review Committee, National Safety Director, Communications Director, and 
Outboard Director. His participation at IMPBA  board meetings is without exception, he always 
provides experienced and knowledgeable guidance that newly elected board members rely upon, 
to help steer the board to successful decisions. For the past 20 years he has dedicated himself to 
attend almost all of the board meetings and recognized as a significant national competitor by 
attending 27 of the last 28 International Regattas. He was an ambassador of R/C model 
powerboat racing from his entrance to the sport in 1966. 
 
Commitment and personal involvement with IMPBA  by this individual is truly outstanding, very 
few others have remained as dedicated and focused as Gene Taylor.  
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Tom Grannis 

Tom Grannis was the toughest radio control competitor that 
you could imagine. While at the races, many times you could 
not get his attention because he was concentrating so 
intensely. He was exactly the same in all aspects of his life. 
He gave 100% to any task that he undertook. As IMPBA  
President he was equally intense. He insisted on running 
IMPBA  like a business. He was very successful in this effort. 
As an Engineer at Navastar, he also used this philosophy and 
was highly respected by upper management as well as the 
worker on the assembly line. If you were a friend of Tom's, 
he would do anything for you, and if you were not....... Tom 
could be gentle and Tom could be the opposite. Both came 

naturally for him. Tom realized a dream in his last year of life. He became US#1 in his favorite 
class as the first person to receive US#1 in 1/8 Scale in IMPBA . Tom will be missed in the radio 
control boating community. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Jim Dunham  

Jim Dunham, Life Number 958 originally became interested in Electric R/C model boating in the 
early 60’s, harnessing power from government surplus electric aircraft machine gun ammunition 
drive motors.  Having been a member of The West of Chicago Mariners, the nitro got in his 
blood and he started gas R/C model boating.  Jim displayed leadership by working in helping to 
improve the club and the I.M.P.B.A. until he served as I.M.P.B.A. President from 1961-1964.  
Jim then took some time off to devote to his family.  Jim re-caught the bug and joined the Fox 
Valley R/C Boaters in 1980 and quickly made up for lost time as he attended most every local 
event and traveled to many out of town races including several Nationals.  Jim served the club 
well through the years having held all possible offices at one time or another.  His “Club 
Specialty” was handling registration for F.V.R/CB. races, using his computer talents.  When 
Electric boating started to become popular again, Jim’s old electric spark hit him again and he 
got involved.  He was appointed once and voted in twice by the membership as the I.M.P.B.A. 
National Electric Speed Director.  In this position he helped establish rules for Electric classes 
and race procedures.  Every summer Jim would drive many hours to attend sanctioned record 
trials and compete for one of those elusive records.  All of the time devoted to club organizations 
left little time for Jim to prepare for racing but he had a good time model boating. 

 
 
 
 

Picture Not Yet Available 


