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Well if you have not heard the word yet the IMPBA office has been re-located.  The new address is: 
 
                                                                        IMPBA 
                                                                  P.O. BOX 1951 
                                                           Huntsville, AL 35807-0951  
 
Also check the web site www.impba.net  for more information.  The actual office is located in Decatur, 
AL.  This was a large task and I have a new respect for Noel and Dick Jones for having done it in the 
past.  I want to express a special thanks to Mark Bullard, District 5 Director, Brian Schymik, District 14 
Director and IMPBA Treasurer, Tony Jacuzzi  District 2 Director, and especially Noel and Richard 
Scallan for helping us out after the move.  I’d also like to thank Brian Nelson District 6 Director , Vice 
President and now the National Safety Director, and John Equi who is now the new Executive Assis-
tant / Secretary. You can reach him at; secretary@impba.net, or on the IMPBA cell phone 256-684-
2986. 
 
This is the first issue that the Roostertail is only going to be offered online.  If you know someone that 
does not have internet connectivity please print them out a copy to read.  Race flyers will be available   
on the web site under the “Current Flyer” section”. I would expect District Directors, clubs, and, fellow 
members to help keep the members that do not have access to the internet informed on what is going 
on.  Next year we will offer hard copies of the Roostertail for a small fee to cover the printing cost and 
postage.  
 
I want to point out that the web site will be getting some changes, one of which is an IMPBA promo-
tional section. We will be setting up a store that will offer some collectible items and normal in stock 
items such as IMPBA brass belt buckles, hat/tie pins, and assorted patches.   
 
Racing is under way in just about all districts.  The 2005 Internats are starting to get entries and spon-
sorships. It is looking like it will be another great event hosted by the Racers Group and the Jackson 
TN Model Boat Club.  If you can make it to this event I know you will not be sorry.  One thing that may 
keep attendance numbers down at our races is the cost of gasoline.  But remember even with the 
higher cost of gasoline it is still one of the cheapest forms of entertainment for model boaters.  I hope 
to meet a lot of you at the races throughout the year.  
Good luck at the races!   
 
Bil l Zuber 
IMPBA President 
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                            Free!  
Send your Flyer to John Equi in MS Word 
format for best results. Your other options 
are scanned to email, floppy, or CD.   
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whether IMPBA member or not.  10% discount for  

additional ad within same year 
 
Full Page                         $100.00 / $90.00 
1/2 Page                          $  60.00 / $54.00 
1/3 Page                          $  47.50 / $44.75 
1/4 Page                          $  35.00 / $31.50 
Business Card                 $  35.00 for 4 issues 
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I’m sure by now everyone knows that I’ve taken over the Secretarial position for IMPBA.  I now real-
ize how detailed and complicated the job is, and know that Noel had her hands full!  Please thank 
Noel when you see her, or talk with her, for the many years of service she had with IMPBA. 
 
I am retired and run the daily activities out of my home and the office, with hours from 8:00 AM to 
5:00 PM, but keep the computer on till around 10:00 PM.  I keep the cell phone on all day when I am 
in the house and always take it with me when I pick up mail from the P.O. box, run errands, or go to 
the “official” office some 25 miles away in Decatur, AL.  This official office is at District 5 Director, 
Mark Bullard’s place of business.  He is also allowing IMPBA to store archived papers and “stuff” in 
his dry warehouse high up on a pallet rack. 
 

      Many of you have sent me emails on weekends and I will respond when I turn on the computer, for I 
intend to be “at your service” to the best of my ability.  I am changing the way we do business to a 
more member-friendly operation! Please remember to contact your District Director first with any 
problems; he is there to help you out when needed.   

 
      I am currently working on rule books for all the new members.  They get one that is 2002 vintage plus 

all the updates to 2005.  The updates are in a nice packet that is in the front of the rule book binder.  I 
am also examining all the membership applications I have on file to refund anyone that paid for a 
membership list.  We are not sending out detailed lists at this time, only partial lists that are visible 
and printable on the IMPBA website.   

 
      Since the mailed-out paper Roostertail is history, we don’t have any printing and mailing costs.  With 

this in mind, we can now offer to upload club flyers to the IMPBA website FREE of charge!  Send me 
the flyer by electronic format in MS Word or a PDF file and I will do the rest.  You still have the 
twenty-dollar sanction fee, but save the sixty-dollar posting fee!  I will also send you the club insur-
ance certificate by email if you list the email address on the club application.  You can run as many 
copies as you need and deliver them to the landowner or City officials.  IMPBA is doing everything 
possible to cut costs and improve response time. 

 
      It is election time for Districts 1, 4, 6, 8, and 13.  Nominations for these directorships must be sent in 

to the IMPBA office by July 31, per Section 1, on page B-5 in the rule book.   
 
      More News:   From now on, all race flyers are only going to be listed in the “Current Flyer” section of 

the website.  So, instead of searching through the Roostertail, you can go directly to the flyers to 
download and print.  This move also decreases the time it takes to print out the Roostertail edition 
from the website.   

 
John Equi, 
IMPBA Secretary 
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Summary 
IMPBA membership dues include commercial general liability and property damage insurance for indi 
vidual members, registered clubs, municipal or state park boards or landowners. The IMPBA insurance 
covers property damage caused by model power boats that are operated on IMPBA insured bodies of 
water for which member clubs have submitted the correct application, (on a Club Registration and  
Insurance Application form), and have been  issued insurance certificate. Since rates or coverage’s 
may vary from time to time, up to date insurance information may be obtained from the IMPBA office. 
 
Membership Coverage 
Dues also provide IMPBA members with medical and accidental death coverage as a result of an acci 
dent while racing on an IMPBA insured body of water. All members in good standing will be covered at 
sponsored, schedule, and supervised activities.” This means the coverage is good at sanctioned and 
club races. IMPBA insurance does cover boaters during open water and practice sessions as long as 
you are following the safety procedures outlined through the IMPBA, and such events take place on an 
IMPBA insured body of water only. IMPBA’ s policy is considered a primary policy and would cover any  
accidents or property damage that may occur on an IMPBA insured body of water. 

 
Non Member Coverage 
The insurance does not cover any person who is not a paid member of IMPBA regardless of what other 
club or organization he may belong. Only paid members of other boating organizations may pay a one  
time  $10.00 fee for membership dues during that event only. The application and payment must be  
mailed by  the host club to the Executive Office of IMPBA the first working day after accepted.  
 
Therefore, no person may operate or assist in the operation of a model power boat, or enter the pit 
area, or operate a retrieve boat at any IMPBA sanctioned event on an IMPBA insured pond, and be 
covered  by this insurance, unless he is a paid member of IMPBA. 

 
Applied Sites 
No club may apply for insurance for a body of water presently or previously insured by another IMPBA 
Registered Club without the permission of that club. 

 
All clubs applying for insurance on a body of water should submit along with the club application, a  
signed  letter from the pond owner, on letterhead, giving their authorization for your particular club to 
conduct  Model R/C Boat Racing at that particular site. 

 
Deductible:  IMPBA Insurance Policy requires a $500.00 deductible per claim, responsible by the  
insured  member. 
 
Safety 
It is not the intent of IMPBA to issue insurance to any organization that does not comply with and foster 
IMPBA Rules and Regulations. 

 
      Signs  “No Swimming" signs must be located at and around the race site. 
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DISTRICT REPORTS 

      NOTE: It’s election time for Teddy's District. Nominations for this directorship must be sent in to the 
IMPBA office by July 31, per Section 1, on page B-5 in the rule book.   

 
      Wow. Things have changed. I bet you would have never believed that I would miss a Roostertail. Well I 

did. Christmas time came and went by so fast I don’t remember what happened. Over the past few 
months a lot has changed. Especially in our District. There was a new IMPBA Secretary Appointed. El-
mira has moved its race site to a new location due to Airport Expansion. District 1 will be up for a new 
Directors position after this year. Rumors of a lot of new toys being built this winter. Rumored to be a 
sport tunnel in Canada pushing the 50 mph mark. I guess I got a lot of work to do to my tunnel boat to 
just keep up. Now hold onto your hats because I have got to make up for missing a Roostertail. 

 
      Ok everyone it is time to dust off those old boats and get the oil drained and the motors cleaned out. 

Don’t forget to charge or replace those old batteries. And god forbid you don’t grease those shafts. But 
remember there are always things to be tightened in the boats and things that are new or old. Safety 
first is always the best solution. Remember that the first time out after sitting out a long…and very 
cold…and snowy…and did I mention LONG winter. Don’t forget your prop because without it you’re just 
a noisy boat in the water looking cool but going nowhere. 

 
      Remember that Boat Stands aren’t an option they are a requirement. THAT MEANS EVERYONE. 

There are those of you in my district that know who I am talking about. Mufflers are also a requirement. 
You got to be at or below 95 to be running. Warnings then loss of points. You all know the rules. The 
first race out your still rusty and sometimes that doesn’t make up for mental mistakes. There are some 
out there that have lots of money to throw at this hobby and there are some that just have enough to 
pick up a used boat and motor. At least they are trying so please be mindful when driving your boat. 
The theory of…I’ll make my boat fit in that corner and not worry about any other boats because you 
have deep pockets isn’t fun to watch. This is a supposed to be fun and yes it is very competitive. That 
won’t ever change but we can’t afford to lose even one racer.  

 
      Let’s also keep in mind of anyone new joining us this year. Remember back when you first started out. 

Give a helping hand out to those that are new to this HOBBY. Not sport. This is supposed to be fun so 
the more younger or older racers we bring in the more fun we all have. Just remember back when we 
first started out. It was a blast and then you had to actually start the boat and put it in the water. Man 
were those scary days. You didn’t know which end was up because the boats always seemed to find 
their way over and floating like the missing buoy. So remember help those new because the more we 
help the more we grow. And I don’t care what anyone says the best racing to watch on the weekend 
are the Novice racers. They bring a whole new aspect to the race. With a little encouragement they will 
be our future racers and District and National Champions. 

 
      IMPBA business. Oh my god this is the first issue that is going LIVE. Man this is exciting. We are finally 

catching up with the times. IMPBA is saving money and we are starting the journey out of the dark ages 
and into the future. For those of you that don’t have a computer don’t worry you can still purchase a 
copy from IMPBA. You just need to get a hold of John Equi the new IMPBA Secretary. Please welcome 
John into his new position and help him out anyway  you can. I was sad to see Noel go and I will miss 
her. Someday we will actually meet in person and not over the phone or by email. To think you can 
speak with someone for years thru the computer or phone and never actually meet them. That is what 
is great about this hobby. I have a lot of friends all over the country both in IMPBA and in NAMBA. So 
this GOING LIVE…shouldn’t scare anyone. This is hopefully just a stepping stone to things to come in 
the future.                                                                                                                                                                                     
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      Lately there has been a lot of talk on the boards about the New Proposed Gas Rules. So let’s touch on 

a couple things going on. Well there has been an upheaval over the new gas rules proposed. Espe-
cially the rules concerning the Crackerbox and the Stock Mono Rules. Those allowing Pipes. Remem-
ber back when you all voted in the new rules as a whole. You all knew you had to take some of the bad 
to get most of the good. Just keep in mind that those were PROPOSED RULES. Yes they are being 
used at this years Gas Nationals. Locally if you don’t like it you can change it. State it on the flyer and 
your all taken care of. Now onto the big thing. There have been lots of people protesting the rules. Just 
remember that before 2006 there is a chance to change the rules. These rules were put in to help out 
racing not hurt it. Yes you have to speak up to make a change. Those out there that are just whiners 
and complainers and arm chair racers are just doing that whining and complaining. Those of you that 
want to race and run by a very good set of rules are those that are putting together well thought out 
emails and getting forms put together to change the rules. These rules are being set for those of you 
that race and those that want things to be fair and honest. So to the guys that are making constructive 
comments I commend you. Keep it coming. The squeaky wheel gets greased and if you don’t make 
enough noise and get enough votes behind you what you see is what you get.  

 
     Anyone can make up some rules that go to the board and either get voted in or out. The racers as a 

whole are the ones that ultimately make the decision. I am only here to count the votes and then my 
vote goes with the majority. So on a rule voting if I get 10 yes and 2 no’s on the rules District 1 as a 
whole votes yes. Your voice can only be heard with a vote.  

 
      Don’t forget this year is a new year to vote for your District 1 Director. Randall Thomas I believe is go-

ing to be putting his name in the hat to run. Anyone can run for the job you just need the right form and 
names behind you. Then it goes to a vote in the district.  

 
      The Northern Lights Club is hosting 3 races this year. By the time you get this you will have already 

passed one. The Memorial Day weekend is their first race. They do get a little bit of a smaller turn out 
but always have a blast doing the racing.  

 
      With Elmira at a new location they are going to need some help from the clubs and racers around. The 

new location comes with it’s own share of obstacles and challenges. They have to break down the race 
site and set up for each race so be patient with that. So things might not go as smoothly as with the 
older place but on a good note there are real bathrooms and it is in and old amusement park setting I 
believe. So come out and support the racing.  

 
     Once again Ottawa will be hosting their race and if you have never been to the race up there your miss-

ing some of the best corn I have ever eaten in my life. The Saturday night at that race they bring out 
dozens and dozens of corn. Man it is a blast. 

 
     Remember that High Points Champions start out new each year. This could be anyone’s year to grab 

that title from anyone at anytime. The new points scoring that we have been using is working out great 
thanks to Greg and Randall. They will be running it again this season. Last year there were a few 
names at the top of the list I hadn’t seen in the many years I have been racing so it goes to show any-
one can win at anytime.  
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      Last year was one of the best years we had here in District 1 and we are hoping to meet the challenges 

head on and beat them but without help from the local racers this wouldn’t be possible. So I will say 
thank you to all those that help out and do the behind the scenes work.  

 
      On a personal note I will be stepping down after this season. Due to job requirements and family 

needs. This year you might not see a lot of me. Things are changing in my life and I am still going to be 
around just right now priorities change. This is a Hobby and has to be fun. It is still fun but it will be nice 
to see someone else at the helm. Hopefully someone with new changes and things. I would hope to 
say that I helped this district out with some changes for the better. So  whom ever takes over the role of 
District Director choose your helpers well. I had a chance to work with some of the best Assistants 
around. From our gas Director to the Scale/Sport 40 Directors and also my Assistant Directors. This will 
be hard to replace. 

 
                                                         District 1 Racing Schedule 2006. 
 
                                                               28,29 May Collingwood 

 
                                                         11,12 June Elmira 
 
                                                         25,26 June Collingwood 
 
                                                         23,24 July Elmira 
 
                                                         6,7 Aug Collingwood 
 
                                                         20,21 Aug Elmira 
 
                                                         3,4 Sept Ottawa 
 
                                                         17,18 Sept Elmira 
 

 
                               Thanks for going thru this and have a great boating season.  
 
       See you at the races. 
         
      Teddy 
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Well another season is upon us with most of the boat building done or near completion and the first 
races of 2005 very near.  One of the really nice things that I have witnessed this past season is the 
merging of the nitro and gas racers.  With the traditional Nitro race sites now offering the gas hi-point 
classes and the gas races offering the nitro hi points we are seeing a crossover of sorts, meeting some 
new people, and picking up some new ideas.  
 
 I would like to take this opportunity to encourage all of the District members to participate in the voting 
process for the various rule changes etc. that are currently on the table.  I am a firm believer in continu-
ous improvement so if there is a part of the rule book, the IMPBA constitution or the by-laws that need 
to be fixed lets do it. Vote on the issues, and suggest changes where required, sitting on the sidelines 
and complaining wont get it done.  All it takes is the participation of our District membership to make 
the necessary changes.  Looking forward to the season and reporting on the D2 races in the next is-
sue. 
 
Tony Jacuzzi 
 
 
 
 

GOT GAS 
 

Bob Stuber,  District 2 Gas Director 
 

      Spring is here so for us snow birds we finally get to spend some quality time with our boats. Our first 
district race will be run by the time you read this, and I bet I kicked butt in Dayton! (Just kidding) If you 
haven’t heard the new Gas Series is for the LS-27 Sport Hydro to go along with last years LS-27 Mono 
Series. I’m Proud to announce that  Bob Wilson from Accurate Racing called me and offered to sponsor 
our Gas Series. He has offered to donate a new Herzog “Hurricane” Mono hull and a New PI Hydro 
Hull for the Hydro series to be awarded to the first place winners in each series. Ok just for a reminder 
there are 11 District Races in District-2 this year and for the Gas Series only your top 6 race points will 
count, that way you do not need to attend all races. In each race the first 3 heats will count so not to 
hurt the one day races. The cost for each Series is $10.00 for the entire season, $10.00 to possibly win 
a brand new hull Not to Shabby. Thank you Bob & Brenda Wilson from Accurate Racing. If you have 
any Questions please call me at (330) 472-0500 0r Email me @ ApacheBobRacing@aol.com   

      Bob Stuber 
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Joe Wiebelhaus,  District 2  1/8 Scale Director 
 

      We are looking forward to another very competitive year of racing in the Scale Class for 2005.  On an 
average we register about 35 Scale Hydroplanes which includes nearly  25 drivers. It is not uncommon 
for several of us to have 2, 3 or even 4 Scale Hydroplanes registered in District II. Our point system 
consist of the first 3 heats of each event, this kind of level the points gathering system to everyone, es-
pecially in a 2 day event where you may run 5 heats, a consolation heat and the winner take all final. 
And speaking of winner take all finals, we really put on a great show, with very few collisions or dead 
boat fouls.  

 
      Many of the District II drivers also follow the Unlimited Hydroplane Tour which keeps us up to date on 

all the current BIG boat technology. Myself being involved with Unlimiteds Detroit (www.
unlimitedsdetroit.com ), a local Unlimited Hydroplane enthusiast club, keeps me in touch with many  

      local Unlimited drivers, rumors and history.  On an average, we display our Scale Unlimiteds at the 
Gold Cup Race, St. Clair race, the limited inboard event "Quake on the Lake" and several other local 
charity and boat racing events. At times I even think we out draw the real boats in the grand stands, 
with a constant barrage of questions and photo's. 

 
 Overall, we are progressing very steadily in racing quality, boat quality,and personal experiences that 
you'll never forget. 
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      NOTE: It’s election time for Freds District. Nominations for this directorship must be sent in to the 
IMPBA office by July 31, per Section 1, on page B-5 in the rule book.   

 
 
      The season will start in two weeks and all races are sanctioned, except for the September race for the 
      Illini Boat Club.  Lets hope that the weather cooperates with us this year.   
 
      I have had several members, of District 4, talk to me about the Roostertail only being available on the 

Internet.  It will be hard for members without a computer, to read or obtain a copy.  With the lack of fi-
nances and the cost of producing the Roosertail, the Board had no choice.  I hope that club members 
will share  their internet copy with those who can’t get one. 

 
      Let’s have a safe racing and remember about the noise rule.  We want to be able to race at our present 

sites for a long time. 
  
      Fred 
 

            The tentative race schedule is as follows: 

  
                                               June 4                   Clearwater Boat Club 
                                               June 11 & 12         Badger Model  Boat Club 
                                               June 18                 Valley R/C Boaters 

June 26                 Illini Power Boaters 
July 10                   Badgers Model Boat Club 
August 7                Marquette RC Boat Club 
August 14              La Crosse Model Boat Club 
August 20 & 21      Minute Breakers 
September 3 & 4    District 4 Race  (Quad city Roostertails) 
September 18        Illini Power Boaters 
October 9              La Crosse Model Boat Club 
 
**The St. Louis race is a double scale point race. 
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      Well  here we are again. Been to two races so far this year. The SGRA Spring Extravaganza in Slidell, 

La. and the Spring Nationals  in Atlanta, Ga.  As I said in my last report that after the northern Districts 
lakes melt we would have already broke a couple of boats. Well this year is no different; I broke the 
pushing end of my Twin real bad in Slidell. The whole left strut gone with prop, rudder and steering 
block, and the right prop. In Atlanta I had two different struts, a mixture of rudder parts to make the rud-
der work. But the boat ran good except the change that I made on the front sponsons that allowed me 
to cut to many buoys. In the first heat of 40 Hydro at Atlanta that I ran during mill time, a racer ran over 
a dead boat way off the course outside buoy 4. It kicked his rudder back so therefore he had no control. 
Instead of him shutting the boat down he gave it throttle. The boat came back across the lake into the 
driving lanes where I hit him almost head on. It never fails with new boats and me; this was a brand 
new Crapshooter. But I did come out with one small chip place on the front of the tub, it could have 
been worse. His boat was destroyed. 

 
      I did go by the April Fools Record Trial in Huntsville on Saturday. The weather and wind was not work-

ing for the racers the first two days but I understand that the third day was a little better and some  
      records were put in the books.  
 
       Tips for this report:              Things to do when driving bo ats  

 
      The launch 
      How many times have you had a boat that has just been thrown in to have it cut you off at buoy 1? I 

can  not count the times this has happened to me or can I count the times that I have seen it done. The 
end results are not always good. Sometimes a boat or boats wind up dead in the water at buoy 1. This 
can be real bad when you have the start of a race coming up with dead boats at buoy 1.                                    

      What to do. 
      Drive the boat wide and parallel with the bank; go wide around 1-2-3 buoys turn. And then move in on 

the course when your boat gets up to speed.   
 
     Out of control 
     Ok you have hit something and do not have rudder control. Shut the motor down; don’t let the boat   

come across the driving lanes into other boats. All this will do is to tear up other boats plus your boat. 
  
     So the race is finished 
     When you have finish all of your laps it is best to move out wide and slow down on the course. This way   

you will not interfere with the other boats that are trying to finish. 
 
     Doing these things will make you look like a better driver and make you boats last longer. 

                
Something else to think about. There are a lot of clubs having Kids classes and Novice classes. This is 
all good and this is where we will get our future boaters.  But these young people and Novices are just 
learning about boats and driving.  When the Kids and Novices are driving, everyone should vacate the 
pit area when they are running their race. This means everyone, until all boats have been stopped for 
retrieval, and this means all boats. We had a little problem at the Huntsville race, the end of May. A 
young person had a problem with the throttle on the boat as he was coming back to the pits and the 
boat came into the pit area.  One of our senior boaters saw it coming and grabbed a young boater to 
keep him from getting hit. In turn the senior boater got hit himself protecting the young boater.  
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The senior boater did get a bad scratch on his right forearm but the main thing is, he protected the 
young boater.  And I am sure that anyone of us would have done the same thing. Our young people 
are just learning and they do not need to see anyone hurt, or feel like they have hurt anyone. This will 
destroy the future of our young boaters becoming senor boaters because they would most likely not 
drive a boat again if they saw something like this.  One of the things that I did when I taught my son to 
drive was to let him drive RC cars.  We would set up cones in the driveway and practice the same as if 
we were driving boats.  This was before they started having Kid classes and Novice classes.  It did 
work because he was winning trophies with 20 hydro at his second race.     

 
      The next races that are coming up are the Jackson Model Boaters in Jackson TN. on June 11-12. If 

you are planning on going to the Internats, and have never been to Jackson, this would be a good race 
to let you see the pond.  Baton Rouge LA in June 25-26 is the next race.  I have never had the chance 
to go to that race, but I know a lot of racers from around there and I have always heard that it is a good 
race to go to.  Plus it is down there with all of that good food so you can’t go wrong.  This leads us to 
the IMPBA INTERNATIONAL REGATTA  in Jackson TN. starting July 23 thru 30. This will be a great 
week of racing and for everyone to show what he or she has got.  

 
      And the list goes on. There is some great racing in District 5 this season and any of these races will be 

great races to attend.  
     

        Races and record trials sc hedule for 2005 so far: 
 

  Jackson, TN Jun 11-12 
 

  Baton Rouge, LA Jun 25-26 
 

  JACKSON, TN INTERNATIONAL REGATTA Jul 23-30 
 

  Durant, MS Aug 6-7 
 

  SGRA, LA GAS INTERNATS Sept 16,17.18 
  

  Huntsville, AL Records Trial Oct 7-9 
 

  Durant, MS Oct 15-16 
 

  Huntsville, AL  Taylor/Hall Race Oct 21-23 
 

  SGRA, LA Nov 5-6 
 

  Huntsville, AL Records Trial Nov 11-13 
 

  Baton Rouge, LA Dec 3-4 
    

                                                 Be safe everyone, there is no need to rush 
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       NOTE: It’s election time for Brian’s District.  Nominations for this directorship must be sent in to the 
IMPBA office by July 31, per Section 1, on page B-5 in the rule book.   

 
 
     Well winter is gone the ponds are open and the Twin Cities Model Boat Club is ready to race. The first 

race for the club is set for the May 15th. The club has put in many hours getting the pond ready for the 
season and treating the water for weeds. Unfortunately this race is scheduled on the weekend that fish-
ing opens here in Minnesota. Which for me is a bad thing as the fishing opener is a long standing tradi-
tion for me and a friend of mine. Oh well there will be plenty of racing in the rest of the season.  

 
    District 6 is in the process of getting a new club started in the town of Redwing Minnesota. With the 

backing of the city of Redwing the new club should be racing in a month or so at one of three ponds that 
the city owns. It’s not all that often that a city takes a liking to model boating. But that’s the case here, 
once the paperwork is processed and I have looked at all the ponds the club should be up and running. 
We look forward to racing with this new club. 

 
     A Word on safety: 
 
    This is my first article and the National Safety Director for the IMPBA. I will do my best to write articles 

that address issues that come to my attention. This article addresses just such an issue. 
 
    The issue here is the use of frequency clips during races. I have witnessed this and had it brought to my 

attention a couple times now. The use of frequency clips is a common way to regulate who has the right 
to use a particular channel of radio equipment during the course of the race day. At times it become nec-
essary to test radio equipment on a boat that is not racing at that time. The person requests the use of 
the frequency clip from a race official or radio impound person. One of these people will check the race 
schedule and if no conflict is found the clip is given to the person for testing. This is where the problems 
some times start. The proper way for this to work is that the person uses the clip and tests the radio sys-
tem and makes the adjustments as needed. Once testing is complete the racer should take the clip back 
to the radio impound area and let the official know that the clip has been returned. I see and hear of 
times when the clip is not returned in a timely fashion which delays the racing as the race cannot be 
started until all radios have their clip. I have even heard of people getting down right mad at the race offi-
cials when they ask for the clip back. 

 
    Being able to use the frequency clip to test your radio equipment on race day is a privilege not a right. 

Lets act responsibly and return the frequency clip as soon as you are finished or when an official asks 
for it. Remember how you conduct yourself at the races reflects on all of use. Lets have fun and be safe 
at the pond. 

 
    I would like to ask all the district directors and club presidents to take a picture of their launch and re-

trieve area and send them to me. I want to have them so I can use them to show new clubs how you are 
applying the use of netting or barriers in the water in the launch area. Your cooperation in this will help 
the district directors and myself to provide good information and ideas to new clubs. 

 
    See ya at the pond, 
 
    Brian  
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To date we've had two district races completed with the Crosby Memorial Day Classic coming up. The 
first Round Rock's Gas Spring Fling was hosted by the City of Llano in their city park on the Llano 
River.  A beautiful site, with normally a glass smooth surface.  Open water on Friday proved different 
with high winds and a chop that challenged any boat to complete a round without an upset.  Race day 
we were all ready and primed to race and that we did until a dangerous storm front blew in with it's 
share of lightning and shut us down till later in the day.  After that, perfect for a good turnout and great 
racing through Sunday.  Llano's City Manager took over the cooking duties for both  days and provided 
both breakfast and lunch from his BBQ pit.  In total a competitive, successful race was carried off by the 
club and Jim Nissen. 
 
Ed Mest 

 
 
 
                                                           Jim Vaughn F ast Electric Director: 
 
                                                          (Dallas Thund erboaters Race 4-30) 
 

"They seemed to have a pretty good turn-out for the event.  A lot of competitive boats battling the ex-
tremely windy and rough conditions.  We had  to race our little LSH (Limited Sport Hydro) boats at very 
slow speeds to  keep them on the water, so that wasn't much of a "show", but the higher cell  counts 
were much better.  Jay Turner won 1st in LSH, Don Shuhart was 1st in  the 24 cell class, and I was first 
in the 32 cell class.  My 32 cell boat  was a converted gas Insane Cat, and it ran well in the rough water 
with  speeds of 50mph.  After racing was over on Saturday, they had open water, and I got to run my 
twin motored Avenger Pro.  I think it impressed a lot of folks with it's speed, handling, and ability to run 
the official IMPBA  course for 6 laps with ease.  All-in-all the guys that competed from the  HOTMBC 
(Heart of Texas Model Boat Club) had a great time and lots of fun.  The guys from the Dallas Thunder 
boaters were very accommodating and worked  hard to make it a fine event, even though the weather 
was classic "Texas"  with big wind and big waves.  We left looking forward to the next time an IMPBA 
club will invite FE to run in their race.  Much thanks goes to Don Shuhart, and the sponsors including 
Fine Design Marine for the FE trophies  and raffle prizes." 
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     Well Summer is here and racing has began in District 12. Over the winter we had a district meeting to    
discuss the status of D12.  The consensus was that D12 really needed a boost. We have created a     
district 12 website www.impba12.com  In the meeting we discussed several things such as: 

 

     �         IMPBA membership. 
 

     We talked about how we can recruit new members to our various clubs.  We talked about dropping off 
flyers to the our local hobby shops, so when a customer buys a boat they are given a flyer with free 
membership to our local club an they would just pay for the IMPBA membership.  We also talked about 
having exhibits at our local malls to draw new members. 

 

    �         Roostertail 
 

    I just informed everyone that the last printed copy of the Roostertail will be in March.  All other copies will 
be posted on the IMPBA website. 

 

    Assisting other clubs 
 

    We talked about helping to promote other district 12 club races and to just give any help in general. Our 
first priority is to help the Delaware club.  Our goal here is to get all the district 12 clubs communicating 
fluently so everyone can be informed about races around the district and has more attendance to races 

 

    �         Do we need a district 12 website? 
 

    We had a vote.  And it was unanimous that we do need a district 12 website.  I will be building that site 
and plan to have it up and running by the end of the month.  The site will have pictures of all of the dis-
trict 12 clubs race sites, Contact info, race dates and other valuable information.  If anyone has any 
ideas of other things to have on the site please let me know. 

 

    �         Resuming district 12 points series for 2006 
 

    This was the best topic of all.  We have all decided to resume the District 12 Points Championship in  
    2006.  It will consist of the following; 
 

    1 race per club that we count towards the district points series.  
 

    There will be Championship jackets for the point champion in every class.  There will be no trophy and 
nothing for 2nd and 3rd place.  This is to keep the cost down.  

 

    Although the point's championship will not start until 2006, we are actually starting the racing this year so 
everyone can get familiar with the race dates and locations.  The dates are as follows;  

 

    �         The Delaware Delmarva Club TBD  
 

    �         The Piedmont Triad Prop Twisters Greensboro, North Carolina July 16, 17 
 

    �         The Old Dominion Model Boat Assn Chesapeake, Virginia Aug 23, 24 
 

    �         The R/C Model Boaters of Baltimore, Maryland Greenbrier State Park  TBD 
 

    �         The Capitol RC Model Boat Club Centennial Park MD TBD 
 

    �         Racing is for Fun. 
 

    This issue was simply talking about having good sportsmanship at all races.  The spectators see and 
hear what we say and do. They can get discouraged from indecent language, etc.  It is important to rep-
resent our clubs and the IMPBA in the best possible manner.   

 

    So, as you can see we have big plans for district 12.  We hop that this can bring competitive D12  
    racing  back.   
 

                                      Happy Boating,  Tracy Dolphin,   President  District 12                                          15 
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      NOTE: It’s election time for Bobby's District. Nominations for this directorship must be sent in to the 
IMPBA office by July 31, per Section 1, on page B-5 in the rule book.   

 
 
      2005 is off to a flying start in D13. With two Grand Prix races in the books we’re halfway through the 

season and the Highpoint series has just started with the much-hyped Spring Nationals taking place in 
Atlanta on April 23 & 24. The Grand Prix series got off to a strong start with over 80 boats entered in 
the SOWEGA GP in February and over 70 boats entered in the Charleston Model Boaters Grand Prix 
in March. The competition at these races has been fierce this year with a noticeable increase in the 
Tunnel classes. These are good races for new boaters and beginning racers to get started in. Romano 
Scott proved this by winning Open LSG Hydro and finishing second in LSG 23-30 Mono in the CMB 
GP, his first race! Lady boaters Jan Bearden and Kathy Huff have been showing some of the guys the 
fast way around the lake.  Jan sits in first place in Sport B Tunnel and second place in B Tunnel on the 
season.  Kathy is holding down Third place in LSG 23-30 Mono for season.  Junior boater Matthew 
Proeper finished second in 23-30 LSG Cat in the CMB GP moving himself into First place on the sea-
son.   

 
     The Highpoint Series started in high gear with the much-anticipated Spring Nationals in Atlanta, GA on 

April 23 & 24. The race was “sold out” two months before the deadline and drew almost 300 boats, 18 
in the Twin Hydro Shoot-out alone.  This was a great race. Those of you that missed it, we have the GA 
Championships on this same lake later in the year. The “Spring Nats Curse” returned in full force this 
year with the weather leading up to the race just perfect until Friday afternoon when a major thunder-
storm with serious winds came through. After a couple hours Open Water resumed and ran until dark 
with no problems. Saturday and Sunday the wind returned and wreaked havoc with the tunnel boys. 
James Clegg showed that the wind could be tamed by winning Open Tunnel with his 20 boat! The Hy-
dro guys handled the wind a little better with Mitch Graber showing the way. The Mono boys said “What 
Wind??” and showed that rubbin’s racing in the mono classes not giving each other an inch in very 
tough conditions. Jerry Crowther was able pull away from a tough mono field over the weekend and put 
his Seaducer Boats at the top of the standings. Mitch Graber from Sarasota, FL won the much-
anticipated “Twin Shoot-out” with his 14 year old Roadrunner powered by CMB 90’s and pushed by a 
couple Andy Brown Octura 1667’s. This guy was prepared to race. Great Job Mitch! Full results from all 
the classes can be found on our district website.  

  
     I want to remind everyone that this is an election year for District 13. Anyone interested in running for 

Director needs to have his or her petition and nomination acceptance in by July 31. I encourage anyone 
planning on running to get his or her name in the hat as soon as possible.  

 
      We still have a long season ahead of us in D13 with six more district races scheduled. Check our dis-

trict website www.rcmodelboaters.com for the race schedule, results and reports.  
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      Well, here we are beginning race season.  We have started to practice hard already and the first races 
are around the corner.  Are you ready?  Built those motors, and new boats?  Well that is fine, but what 
keeps many people from winning are the little things.  New fuel line everywhere, new batteries in every-
thing, check those old shafts and charge your glo igniter and starter batteries.  Use up old fuel testing 
and use new fuel for races.  Don’t forget the flotation!! 

 
     District races started May 14 in Evansville and May 22,23 in St. Louis.  Then off to Ft. Wayne and back 

to Evansville in June.  We are excited to have St. Louis involved in our points race this year.  Their club 
has many great racers who always have strongly supported D14 races, so we will support them this 
year by invading their shores.  In total we have 9 races in the points series and Aeromarine is again 
sponsoring our series.  A huge thank you to Remy.  The district website has been updated and is ready 
for the season.  Thank you Jonathan Benedict.  See it at www.impba14.org. 

     Get ready to make the trip back to Jackson for the Internats again this year.  Ernie LaFleur is heading 
up the effort this year and I expect it will be another great week.  Hopefully we will see our down under 
contingent again too. 

 
     As far as IMPBA goes, as you know we have a new secretary.  John Equi has hoisted the IMPBA  
     banner, now located in Huntsville.  He has a full time office and will be available during business hours if 

you have a need to talk to the office.  The organization is still tight on funds and likely will be until we 
grow back to our size from 4 years ago.  We have made some obvious changes regarding the Rooster-
tail and website.  This has brought the group into the 21st century and provided better access of mate-
rial and contacts in a timely manner.  We apologize to the few who lack good internet access. 

     Let’s all get ready for a great race season. 
 
     Brian Schymik  

 
 
June 4-5             Celina                      Summer Challenge (D2 & D14 Points) 
June 17-19         Evansville                25 Years of Little Thunder (D14 Points) 
July 2                 Madison                  Dennis Holt Memorial Regatta (D14 Points),  
                                                          (Scale, Sport 40, Gas Sport Hydro and Open Gas Hydro) 
July 23-30          Jackson, TN            2005 IMPBA International Regatta 
August 20          Ft. Wayne                Three Rivers Regatta (D14 Points) 
August 27          Madison                   Propwalkers Regatta (D14 Points),  
                                                          (Scale, Sport 40, Gas Sport Hydro and Open Gas Hydro)  
Sept 10-11        Indianapolis              Indy Masters Race (D14 Points) 
Sept 24-25        Evansville                 Jack Kohlmeyer Fall Classic (D14 Points) 
October 2          Indianapolis              The Polar Bear (D14 Points) 
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    NOTE: It’s election time for the Fast Electric Director position. Nominations for this directorship must 
    be sent in to the IMPBA office by July 31, per Section 1, on page B-5 in the rule book.   
 
    Race season is here and some great news from down south.  Lets all welcome the Sunshine State Fast 

Electric’s, captained by Ron Green.  Ron started the club up just a short time ago and they are already 
holding races at their pond site located at Lake Paw Paw, Osteen, Florida. 

 
    Ron may be reached via email at waterdog49@webtv.net and they have lots of pictures that may be 

found at the following web site.  http://community-2.webtv.net/SunshineStateFastElectrics/doc/ 
 
    Some other very interesting news comes from up north and the Northern Lights Model Boat club www.

nlmbc.org.  They will be offering Q Sport Hydro and Q Mono electric classes to run with them during a 
Nitro/Gas IMPBA sanctioned race.  All boats will run on the 1/3 mile oval in thier own classes.  This is as 
a very welcome idea from both the Nitro guys and Electric guys. This gives the Electric’s a chance to run 
on “big water”.  Everybody is looking forward to see what the other side does.  Two days of heat racing 
are planned with some really neat awards to be handed out.  If you are interested in coming please see 
the web site for the location of the Collingwood site and you may contact me for any other information. 

 
    I have heard loud and clear from a large number of members in changing the N1 class to a 19 turn mo-

tor instead of the current 27 turn motor.  The response was very positive and I thank all those that re-
plied with an overwhelming response to leave it as it is.  So N1 will stay as it is with the 27 turn motors. 

 
    Many thanks to all that have responded to my request for information on P-Spec mono and LSH (Limited 

Sport Hydro),  Please keep the ideas coming as a set of draft rules are in the works.  Remember, every-
body’s and anybody’s idea is welcome. 

 
    Feel free to email me at  Randall@on.aibn.com  with your questions or comments. 
 
   Randall Thomas 
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Over the years most outboard racers 
have owned and raced K+B motors. I for 
one have a few of the 3.5cc outboard 
motors and have had good success with 
them. One tip that was given to me years 
ago by Mr. Rod Geraghty was to make 
sure that the skeg on the lower units was 
true to the thrust line of the stub shaft. 
He stated that straitening this would lead 
to gains in MPH. 
 
 
Here is my method and the tools I use to 
accomplish this: 
 
Fine metal file 
220 wet/dry sand paper 
Grimracer inspection tools (see below) 
Small bench vise 
 
To build the inspection tools you will 
need: 
Outer threaded portion of a wore out 
K+B stub shaft. (Remove the Garlock 
bushings) 
12” length of ¼” brass tubing slid in to 
the empty outer stub 
12” length of 5/32” sq. tubing 
1 ½” of 3/16” Sq. brass tubing 
A few scraps of .032” music wire 
Small rubber band. 
 
Inspection tool details: 

 
 
 

You can use the picture to get an idea of 
how I made my inspection tools. The 
parts are easy to build but care must be 
taken to assure good alignment. 
 
Begin by taking the power head off the 
lower unit. You do not want any metal 
particles near the power head. 
 
 
Here is a picture of Kurt Roberts brand 
new K+B SS the subject of this process. 

Next mount the lower unit with the skeg 
pointing up in you vise. I use some small 
scraps of wood to keep the jaws of the vise 
from marring the metal parts. 
 
Remove the stub shaft and other internal 
parts from the lower unit. 
 
Screw in the stub housing (inspection tool) 
and slip in the ¼” brass tubing. Slide the 
tension bar over the skeg. 
 
You can slide the tool up and down the 
skeg to check for any twist. 
 
 
                                                                  19 
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Not only is the skeg now parallel with the 
sub shaft but its now sharp and ready to run. 
Enjoy your new found speed.. 
 
ROCK ON.. Grimracer… 
 
                                                                   20 

Now sight over the top over the two 
lengths of brass tubing. 
Sighting over the tubing: 

In the above picture you can see that the 
two lengths of tubing are not parallel to 
each other.  File the skegs leading edge 
to move the bars parallel. I also use 220 
grit wet/dry sand paper to remove mate-
rial from the skeg 

After filing you can see that the two 
lengths of tubing are now parallel.  
Before: 

After: 
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      Spring is typically a slow time for record trials stuff and therefore not a lot has happened this quarter.       

I got an interesting call a few weeks ago from Ernie Lafluer asking a very good question. He was won-
dering when a new record is actually a record and when someone else has to beat it by .25 sec or mph. 
If boater “A” runs faster than the existing record by at least the prescribed amount and then immedi-
ately fills out the record application paperwork, does the next guy (boater B) have to go .25 sec or mph 
faster than boater A or does he just have to go any amount faster? The answer is…the fastest time of 
the weekend becomes the new record (assuming everything on the record application is legal) regard-
less of how close the times/speeds were to any other boater running the same class. A record is not a 
record until I check over everything on the application and approve it. Good question Ernie, situation 
doesn’t happen very often, but when it does it is important for everybody to know what to expect. 

 
      Upcoming events. On May 14-15 the OAKLAND WOLVERINE MODEL BOAT CLUB will be hosting a 

SAW and 1/3 mile oval record trial in Flint MI. I know some of the go-fast FE guys have been talking 
about attending to make use of the long length of the pond…I guess it takes a pretty long distance to 
slow a heavy boat down from 100+ mph without the braking effect from the prop working against en-
gine compression. 

 
      On June 17 the RIVER CITY RACING CLUB will be having a 1/3 Mile Oval Trophy Trials in conjunc-

tion with their Little Thund er Shoo tout. This is an awesome idea…I look forward to hearing about how 
it works out! 

 
      Sept 9-11 the VALDOSTA MODEL BOAT CLUB will be hosting the 1st ever IMPBA Fast Electric 

SAW record trial (I think it will be the 1st in IMPBA…if I am wrong please let me know!). The idea to host 
this event came from my many conversations with a few of the premier NAMBA FE guys that are run-
ning super fast as I tried to get then to our Speed Week II last year. In an effort to make the IMPBA re-
cords as strong as any in the world it occurred to me to try and duplicate the super FE event the 
NAMBA folks put on at Legge Lake. I know our pond in Valdosta is not long enough to run 140 mph, 
but we are hoping to get some FE records up around 90+. It will be fun and a great learning experience 
for Jason and I! 

 
      The VALDOSTA MODEL BOAT CLUB will be having Speed Week III Dec 27 2005-Jan 2 2006. After 

the great time we had last year we are very excited about this year’s event! Just like last year, our goal 
is to get the fastest nitro, FE and gas guys here. We are not looking for large numbers of folks, just 
REALLY fast ones! If this sounds like I mean YOU, make your plans now, give me a call and I will see 
you there!  

 
      The HUNTSVILLE April Fools record trial sounds like it was a really good time. Although it sounds like 

the wind was the winner most of the weekend they sure set a lot of records! According to the stories 
I’ve heard, one of the most impressive runs was Jerry Crowther’s  92 mph F mono. Man that is FAST 
for a mono! I guess it stuffed at the end of the pass and Jerry had to pry it out of the lake bottom. Too 
bad he couldn’t get a two way average for the record. Ron Drake got all the stars and moons aligned 
and set the B tunnel oval record. I watch Ron, with help from Carl Van Houten and others, work really 
hard and get really close to this record at Valdosta a few months ago and knew it was only a matter of 
time before he got it. Good job Ron! By far the largest number of records set was by the ever-faster Ed 
Hughey. It is amazing what he can do with 05 motors! Great job Ed. Two Texas FE guys, Jim Vaughn 
and Jay Turner showed up and after watching the wind blow for Friday and Saturday had some good 
luck on Sunday. These are two of the guys providing me the FE technical assistance we need to make 
the FE SAW record trial a success. Welcome to IMPBA guys! I’m sure there were a lot of other special 
people and special runs happen that I just haven’t heard about, so I’m sorry if I haven’t mentioned 
you…THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING!  

                                                                                                                                                                      21 
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Here is the list of new records from Huntsville…GREAT JOB GUYS! 
 
1/3 mile oval 
 
Jerry Crowther                             LS 27 mono               26.165 sec 
Jerry Crowther                             Gas Sport Hydro        23.114sec 
Mike Talley                                  B Sport Tunnel           32.852sec 
Ron Drake                                    B Tunnel                    25.228sec 
Josh Fulton                                  C Tunnel                    37.429sec 
Josh Fulton                                  A Tunnel                    47.140sec 
Ed Hughey                                   P Hydro                      31.486sec 
Ed Hughey                                   Q Hydro                     31.127sec 
Ed Hughey                                   O2 Mono                    40.466sec 
Ed Hughey                                   N2 Mono                    42.525sec 
Ed Hughey                                   N1 Mono                    69.113sec 
Ed Hughey                                   N2 Tunnel                  42.436sec 
 
 
SAW 
 
Jerry Crowther                             Gas Sport Hydro        81.907mph 
Mike Rushing                               B Sport Tunnel           47.659mph 
Jim Vaughn                                  Q Mono                      42.947mph 
Jim Vaughn                                  Q Hydro                     67.975mph 
Jim Vaughn                                  O2 Sport Hydro          35.332mph 
Jim Vaughn                                  P Sport Hydro            58.380mph 
Jim Vaughn                                  P Tunnel                    44.946mph 
Jim Vaughn                                  T Mono                      54.229mph 
Jim Vaughn                                  S Mono                      52.594mph 
Josh Fulton                                  A Tunnel                    35.511mph 
Josh Fulton                                  C Tunnel                    57.574mph 
Ed Hughey                                   N2 Mono                    33.946mph 
Ed Hughey                                   N1 Mono                    21.030mph 
Ed Hughey                                   O2 Mono                    37.165mph 
Ed Hughey                                   N2 Tunnel                  34.456mph 
Ed Hughey                                   O1 Tunnel                  28.625mph 
 
Glenn 
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I haven’t received comments on any of my items that appeared in the previous Roostertail, so I guess   
everyone is happy or nobody read my article!  The main boating discussions appear on Jim’s R/C Boat 
Dock for Gas, and International Waters for nitro. 
 

Sportsman 20 Hydro (Sport 20 Hydro)  For some reason, the rules that Phil Thomas and I worked up 
did not appear in the March Roostertail.  I have them in this issue for all to read and think about.  They 
should work with the new Sport 20 hulls and not cause problems, but I need to be sure, so please send 
me an email if I missed something. 
 

Multi-Engine Hydro  I have heard that the only comments on this possible new class running at the In-
ternational regatta is the time element.  Several have said that there is barely enough time to run the 
usual classes and adding this on Saturday would only make things worse!  However, this class seems 
to be a real thriller, a barnburner, with high adrenalin throughout the site when it is offered.  To keep 
this item in the news, I will repeat the rules that Mark Bullard and Doc Turner formulated. 
 

Back Burner Items  The new Gas Rules are undergoing their trial by fire this year and only time will 
tell if they will be accepted as written by the gas racers.  Jim’s R/C Boat Dock is the primary watering 
hole for gas, so stop by and pull up a chair.  The electronic Timing Consoles are old and need updat-
ing, but right now are working perfectly, and were recently used in Flint, MI and Huntsville, AL.  Randall 
Thomas will eventually fix them per plans we have in the works.  The new Produ ction RTR class rules 
suffered the same fate as the Sport 20 rules and were also omitted from the March Roostertail.  I have 
them in his issue.  The last few items are the lost Scale Electric Excellence of Performance Trophy 
(Steve Ball inquiry) and ongoing efforts for Hull Step Definition and outboard Mod VP Class rules. 
 

Have a great season…Good Water, Good Needle….John..  jondne@knology.net 
 
Proposal to add SPORTSMAN 20 HYDRO to rule book.      
 

Page H7 revision 
 

Sportsman 20 Hydro (Sport 20 Hydro) 
 

     1    Boat must be inboard powered. 
 

2   Hull must be a three (3) point hydroplane configuration and resemble a Limited or Unlimited  
      hydroplane design of past or present.  Hulls NOT permitted: outrigger, modified outrigger,  
      tunnels, or canard hulls. 

 

3   Boat must have a name, or sponsors name, or logo, or a racing number affixed to 
           the hull. (a local or national or fictitious sponsor name is acceptable) 
 

4    Hull shall have a minimum length of 27 inches, and a maximum length of 35 inches.         

     5   If the bow is recessed behind the tips of the sponsons, that recess shall be no larger than  
           25% of the overall length of the boat. (refer to Sport Hull Configurations) 
 

     6   Boat must have a driver in open cockpit or simulated enclosed cockpit  
 

     7   NO part of the strut may protrude behind the transom of the boat, or have a width greater than  
          9/16 inch or a length longer than 3 inches. 
 

     8   See Sport Hull pictorial for clarification of Sport Hull Configurations. 
 

Engine Specifications          

     1  IMPBA class B engine allowed in SPORT 20 HYDRO        

     2  Twin engine installations are NOT allowed in SPORT 20 HYDRO 
 

General Rules 
 

      Racing to be conducted following current IMPBA Contest and Racing Rules, racing procedures and 
      format.                                                                                                                                               23 



 
 

 Mark Bullard and longtime boat racer “Doc” Turner like to run Twin Hydro, along with dozens of other 
racers.  With this in mind, Mark and Doc are proposing a new class, called “Multi-Engine Hydro”.  
Here’s a rundown on their rules. 
 
Multi-Engine Hydro 
 
      1.  The hull will be a hydro as defined on page K-6 of the RuleBook. 
      2.  The boat must have a minimum of 2 engines. 
      3.  This will be a Nitro only class. 
      4.  The boat must have at least have 1 shaft/propeller. 
      5.  The maximum engine displacement will be 1.830 cu.in. or 30cc.  
 
This would be a special event class at the International Regatta and a standard class for weekend 
races if a club placed it on their flyer. For the Regatta the above rules would apply and the class would 
be called Multi-Engine Hydro.  The event would consist of five rounds of heat racing.  The heat racing 
would be done in sequence with the other heat races during the regular days of heat racing.  The top 
seven boats would qualify for the Time Trial events.  The same scoring for US-1 would be used to de-
termine the winner.  Trophies would be awarded in a similar fashion as the other US-1 events as well 
as the heat racing events.  This would NOT be titled US-1, but the “INTERNATIONAL MULTI-ENGINE 
CHAMPION”.  If you have comments on this new class, please send them to Mark Bullard, District 5 
Director.   
 

 
 

     6LOHQW�( QJLQH�— + DS�0 XOYDQH\  
 
      If anyone loved boats it was Hap. He got excited when I told him I was going "big" boat racing. Hap was 

one of three Champion Motors Team drivers back in the 50's and designed their 15 cubic inch class "A" 
outboard motor. Some of these outboards are still being raced today. 

 
      Our thoughts and prayers go out to Peg, his WIFE and Pat, his SON. A loss is never easy to deal with. 

I'm sure in the days to come you will realize how many friends he had and how well thought of he was 
in the boating community ( big and little ). 
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                                                               Trim Tabs 

                                                           By John Finch 

 

Trim tabs are used to adjust the ride angle of the model. Usually, they are mounted on the transom 
about halfway between the keel and chine. The inside edge is usually about 1 1/2 inches from the keel. 
Some trim tabs are single-tab designs, (one on each side of the hull,) while others are split into two ad-
justable plates. The double tabs allow for two separate adjustments for each tab. With a two-tab setup, 
the innermost tabs are adjusted up and down to raise or lower the bow. Adjusting both tabs downward 
pushes the bow down because the water leaving the trim tabs trailing edge will lift the transom. Raising 
the inner tab’s trailing edges reduces this lift and allows the bow to run higher (lighter) on the water.  
 
The inner tabs have a second function as well. They can make the boat lean left or right depending on 
the “right-verses-left” adjustment of the tabs. If the boat leans to the right because of engine torque 
(and it will,) the right (starboard) tab should be adjusted downward.  This will lift the right side of the 
boat. Keep in mind that lowering the right tab not only lifts the right side of the model, but also causes 
the bow to be pushed down as well. If the boat is leaning to the right and also running very wet (bow 
down,) it would be better to raise the left inside tab to both loosen the bow and lessen the lift on the left 
side.  
 
Most hulls that are set up properly for heat racing are adjusted with the left tab level with the bottom of 
the hull and the right tab about 1/16 inch down. If the bow rides too light at this point, both the left and 
right tabs should be adjusted downward the same amount to push the bow down. The right tab would 
still be down 1/16 inch more than the left one to compensate for torque. 
 
While running straight and level, the outer tabs have little effect on the boat’s ride. They do however ad-
just the boat’s ride through the corners as the hull leans left or right. A Monohull slides as it turns and if 
the bow digs in, the boat will turn sharper. Pushing an outer tab downward makes the model turn tighter 
on that side of the hull because it lifts that side of the transom. This in turn pushes the bow into the wa-
ter with more authority but only during a turn. The right outermost tab adjusts the hull’s ride for right 
hand turns and the left outer tab adjusts the ride in a left-hand turn. Raising the outside tabs makes the 
boat less sensitive in the corners because its bow will ride higher (lighter) on the water.    
 
Trim tabs are necessary drag on conventional design Deep Vee models.  They are the easiest method 
to tame the model, but they also cause drag.  If the same model could run without trim tabs it would 
surely gain 5 to 10 mph in speed, but to run without trim tabs a hull re-design would be needed.  
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                                                  Trimming without t rim tabs 

 

There is an area of the boat’s hull that is very sensitive and effective in trimming the high speed Deep 
Vee boats when trim tabs are not an option.  That area is on the bottom rear portion of the hull at the 
transom that extends from the keel to about one inch up the transom towards the side of the boat at the 
very last ¼ inch of the bottom of the boat.  It is the place where there are no trim tabs.  It is a super criti-
cal area that not only controls how high or low the bow rides, but it can also control the left to right bal-
ance of the model. The tricky part of this area is that it works totally opposite of the trim tabs. Hook on 
the right side of the hull in this area does not lift the right side of the boat like the trim tab does but 
rather trips the boat into leaning to the right. If you want to see how this works, trim your boat normally, 
then put a couple of drops of cyanacrolate (CA) glue on the rear portion of the hull at the transom to 
form a 1 inch strip running outward from the keel toward the chine. The boat will then lean to that side 
and run “more wet” at the bow.  

 
As Deep Vee models travel into the 65 and 70 mph speed range everything that touches the water be-
comes a lifting surface.  The rudder, which is usually mounted to the right of the strut begins to lift the 
right side of the model at high speed when the model becomes light on the water.  This is especially 
noticeable at record trial events when boats are trimmed to ride very light on the water.  At high speed 
the rudder can cause so much lift that the model leans to the left instead of to the right while going 
down the straightaway.  I first noticed this when I set the first IMPBA mono record over 70 mph back in 
1995 in Elmira New York.  The model leaned to the left as it passed through the traps at over 70 mph.  
It had me scratching my head, because there were no trim tabs on the models and torque always 
makes a Deep Vee lean to the right, not the left.   

 
Further testing with a 20 mono several years later brought the same results.  The model leaned so hard 
to the left that the boat would not handle at all.  I moved the rudder closer to the strut several times dur-
ing the day until the strut was just to the right of the center line of the model.  The boat then delivered a 
77 mph pass perfectly balanced, ridding straight and level. 

 
Of course a heavy gas powered model is not going to see the same results from rudder placement, but 
because of the record trial events, I can tell you rudder blades cause lift.  Rudder lift on a heavy model 
could be beneficial with the rudder on the right side of the transom as a large engine and prop in a 
Deep Vee torques the boat hard to the right.         
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IMPBA District-2  
The History of the  John Bridge Award 

by Jerry Betke (IMPBA 2120) 
 

      In 1967 a friend of mine had found out about R/C boats and invited me to come and see them run. I was intro-
duced to John Bridge at an old gravel pit the guys were using at the time. I learned that proportional radio control 
units were just becoming available and were taking the model race boats off of tether lines and allowing contest-
ants to race against each other and not against the clock. Being a long time Hydroplane Junkie, I was immedi-
ately hooked. 

 

      To the best of my knowledge, John was the most influential person promoting R/C model boating in the Michigan-
Ohio-Ontario area at that time. John had started a club called the Wolverine Model Race Boat Association and 
was promoting the hobby stores to handle the limited amount of competition boat items available at that time. 
John was also very active on a national level. I remember some of the first races I participated in at Belle Isle, 
where the first two or three hours of the day were spent arguing about the rules, since the guys from Illinois, New 
York, Indiana, etc all had their ideas as to what the rules should be.  John took the initiative to create the IMPBA 
Rule Book in I think 1969 or 1970. I remember sitting in John’s living room and watching as John, Bill Lafeber and 
other IMPBA representatives began the process of creating a uniform set of rules. Thanks to them we have a 
Rule Book. If you were there in the sixties you would have a far greater appreciation of this book!!!! Though we 
still have occasional misunderstandings in the interpretations, most are discussed and settled in an orderly fash-
ion at the drivers meeting. 

 

      John was always willing to answer anyone’s questions, and personally I learned a lot from John. Many evenings I 
would sit in John’s basement workshop discussing building techniques, engine modifications, machining etc. Just 
a side note, “plug and plays” and specialty suppliers were non-existent at that time, consequently it was good to 
have a mentor.  John  though is probably best known for developing his twin engine, single screw hydro’s. These 
boats were hand built masterpieces, from the beautiful hulls to the precision gearbox. John was running in the 80 
MPH range while the rest of us were trying to go 60 MPH.   John also had a  passion for guns and a talent for be-
ing a gunsmith. John had hand crafted some of the most beautiful shotguns and rifles I have ever seen, and had 
planned on opening a  gunsmith business.  

 

      When John passed away in 1981 the guys decided to have a memorial trophy made in his honor. Tim Ries 
(Originator of Crapshooter Hydro) handcrafted a beautiful walnut trophy replicating John’s hydro. The trophy was 
awarded annually to the winner of F-Hydro at the Mini Gold Cup Race from 1982 through 1991. As District II Di-
rector in 1991, I asked the club if we should request that IMPBA make John’s Memorial Trophy an award at the 
Internats. The club and John’s family approved my suggestion. After some discussion at the IMPBA Board Meet-
ing they agreed to make the trophy an Internats award. The trophy has been awarded at the Internats annually 
since 1992 to the individual having the best performance with a multi engine hydro. The IMPBA Board has agreed 
that the trophy is to remain the property of the Oakland Wolverine Model Boat Club and the club would be respon-
sible for maintaining it.  Currently the trophy is undergoing some restoration, Tim Ries and I will be doing some 
repair and updates to accommodate future winner names. On the trophy there is a single plaque containing the 
names of Mini Gold Cup winners and multiple plaques for the names of the Internat winners. Listed below are the 
names that currently appear on the trophy. As you can see this list contains some of the best !  
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Mini Gold Cup Winners: Internat Winners: 
1982.           John E. Bridge II (Son) 
1983.           Shon D. Casey 
1984.           Ron Logghe 
1985.           Mike Hallam 
1986.           Oliver Douglas 
1987.           Gerard R. Davet 
1988.           Jean Claude Davet 
1989.           Jerome Dzon 
1990.           Mike Hallam 
1991.           David Yambrosic 

 
 
 

1992.          Gerard R. Davet  
1993.          Larry Beals  
1994.          Larry Beals  
1995.          Tom Pretzfeld  
1996.          Stuart Barr  
1997.          Rich Moore  
1998.          Rich Moore  
1999.          Rich Moore  
2000.          Crowther/Stephens  
2001.          Ernie Lafleur  
2002.          Ernie Lafleur  
2003.          Ernie Lafleur  
2004.          Ernie Lafleur  



 
     Huntsvill e April Time trials – John Equi 
 
     We named this event “April Fools Time Trials” for fun, but Mother Nature almost…almost, got the last 

laugh!  Friday was rainy, with just a bit of wind so we waited till 8:30 to set up the site.  There were a 
few newcomers to our nice pond, and I wanted to give them as much pond time as possible. 

 
     Jerry “Seaducer” Crowther was yanking and choking a newly designed Gas Sport Hydro to wake it up 

as I set the timing console to “SAW”.  His blue hull obliged him with several barks and posted a nice re-
cord of almost 82 MPH.  It seems that whatever Jerry brings with him, it’s ready to go!  Just a few min-
utes later my friend Ed Hughey set 2 Fast Electric records with his proven hulls using brush type mo-
tors.  Ed drove down from Carmel, Indiana and usually goes back home with 2 handfuls of records.  It’s 
really tough to outfox Ed, since he’s been to dozens of timed events and knows what works.  He would 
end up with13 records submitted this weekend. 

 
     Bob Kensill and his wife Karen drove down from Ft. Wayne, Indiana with an F Hydro, looking for good 

conditions to get into the 100 mile an hour club with it’s highly prized jacket patch. Bobs best pass was 
2.360 Seconds for a respectable 95.338 MPH.  This event here in Huntsville was a get ready event for 
him, he already had plans to go to the timed event in Flint, Michigan in a month or so with a specially 
crafted outboard engine that should easily get a record. 

 
     The sky’s cleared a bit, but the wind started to pickup as Jim Vaughn and Jay turner were getting ready 

to run brushless Fast Electric boats.  These Texas racers had really slick hulls, Jim had an “Import”, a 
“Holc” rigger from distant Slovenia which ran close to 70 MPH in Q – Hydro.  Jim did real good this 
weekend with help from Jay, and garnered 7 records in all 3 hull styles this weekend.  

 
     Saturday was a wash out; wind was 35-45 MPH with a frothy white-capped pond.  The only records set 

today on a short calm was Josh Fulton from Precision Boats with a C Tunnel, Jim Vaughn with Q Mono, 
and Jerry Crowthers LS27 Mono. 

 
     Sunday would be the best day, but we had to wait till 8:00 before the sun angle changed to reduce an 

errant signal that was reaching the sensor.  Our sensors are tuned to a 40,000 cycle per second fre-
quency to eliminate stray light triggering.  Apparently the reflected sunlight on the choppy water was 
producing a signal near the tuned frequency which overrode the real transmitted signal from the oppo-
site shore mounted sensor!  Around 9:00 the signal was strong enough and I declared the system good 
to go.  20 records would fall today.  Josh from Kentucky set A Tunnel, improved C Tunnel in SAW and 
Oval, Mike Talley from Wetumpka, Alabama with B Sport Tunnel Oval, Mike Rushing from Montgom-
ery, Alabama with B Sport Tunnel SAW and Ron Drake.   

 
      Ron’s record set at 6:15 PM this Sunday was extra special and was a record that was held by Hall of 

Fame member, “Tommy Lee” from Cullman, Alabama. Tommy owned all 16 records for B, D, E, and F 
outboard, with the oldest dating back to 1995. Ron ran the B tunnel oval in 25.228 seconds which bet-
tered Tommy’s record by .667 seconds. Ron, from Plant City Florida was drove one of Carl Van 
Houtens (Vans Racing & Design) Lynx hulls into the record books with Carl himself as caller. A tip of 
the hat to these racers as they break a 10 year old record, lots of hard work, but they got it! 

 
     Ron’s run and a spectacular one-way pass of Jerry Crowthers F Mono Seaducer at 92.860 MPH was 

the best of show. Everyone now knows what happens when a 90 MPH  F mono takes a dive in a 4-foot 
deep pond, instantly stuck 2 feet deep in mud!  Jerry had to use both hands to finally pull the boat out! 

 
     Lots of fun by a dozen racers running for patches and records on our Huntsville site, y’all come back 

now ’ya hear! ……. John 
 
     Records submitted and accepted are listed on the Records Directors page. 
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                        Huntsville April Timed Event Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
 

                 
 

                    “I’m glad I waxed the hull”                                                 “Phew,  that mud stinks Ron!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
   
   

             Jim Vaughn’s Slovenian Holc hull                                             Transom view of Jim’s hull 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                  Josh Fulton’s  A Tunnel engine     
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      Thread Lake Time Trials —Terry Keeley 
 
      We had a dozen or so contestants come and go during the weekend with about 6 "die hards" there all 

day, both days. Spring events can be "iffy" weather wise and this one was no different but the 'ol gal 
laid down early and late Saturday, and even though a stiff breeze blew all day Sunday, it was from the 
protected West and we could still run the front chute. 
 
Mike Nowicki had his new 20 SAW hydro out with a duplicate in the hands of Mark Sholund. Mark fed 
props to Mike and it was soon running low 80's pretty easily. Looked real smooooth and showed lots of 
potential. 
 
Mark Stein stepped up to help with the event and brought his own design .12 hydro. By the end of the 
weekend it was running as good and fast as many 21's. Thanks Mark! 
 
Bob and Karen Kensill came from Ft. Wayne with friends Kristie and Tristi Frick who had lots of help 
and all the free advise they could handle.  Bob ran several O/B's close to record speeds and managed 
to set the A Tunnel SAW at 36.168 mph and the 1/3rd oval at 33.688 sec., good job! 
 
An old returning "Amp Head" showed he still has it when he set the P hydro SAW at 68.794 mph run-
ning identical passes back to back. Good work George Dalecki! 
 
Another team of Brian Roodvoets and Brad Foster came back to up their XLS 27 Hydro saw to 91.093 
mph. Brian custom builds the motors and Brad drives the CMDI Eagle SG's for a great team effort, look 
for more from these guys down the road! 
 
Thread Lake has held races since the late 60's with the site being surveyed for the '72 International Re-
gatta. It's probably the biggest water IMPBA has to run records being over 2000' long and 800' wide; 
when it's flat it's tough to beat.  If you haven't tried a record trial come out and see us in September, I 
guarantee you'll be running faster by the end of the weekend! 
 
Special thanks again to Bill Cummings of the Oakland/Wolverine MBC who was Contest Director for  
this event for the past 10 years or so,  Bill has worked tirelessly and deserves much credit for keeping 
this event and this site alive and well,  thanks Bill! 

 
      Terry Keeley  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Bob and Karen Kensill, Kristie and Trint Frick             Bill Cummings from the OWMBC has CD’d this  
                            with a little Frick                                                         event for the past 10 years  
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Race Craft Bearings 

 

 
High Quality Bearings  

Boats, A irplanes, Heli ’ s and Cars. 
Featuring: 

 Swiss made WIB Brand  
with Polymide Retainers. 

Phone 407 281-0624 
E-M ail RCBEARI NGS@aol.com 

W ebsite: 
http://www.racecraftbearings.com 

Safe, Secure onli ne ordering.  
Mastercard & Visa accepted. 
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jporter@alpharetta.ga.us 
(770) 814-9312 
 
Newsletter Editor /Treasurer 
Wendy Morton 
norwen@worldnet.att.net 
(404) 761-3775 
 
Outboard Director   
Jimmy Eddleman 
Jydracing1@aol.com 
(864) 422-1288 
 
LSG Director  
Norman Morton 
norwen@worldnet.att.net 
(404) 761-3775 
 
 

 

 
 

Offshore/1/8th Scale 
Contact District Director 
 
Distr ict 14 
Brian Schymik 
8244 Clearview Drive 
Newburgh, IN  47630 
812-858-9885 
Schymik@adelphia.net 
 
Teddy Schuman, Scale Dir. 
317-887-1741  
neil@iquest.net 
 
Dennis Wright, Sport 40 Dir. 
812-985-7907 
mygypsyracing@msn.com 
 
Large Scale Gas Director  
Norman Morton 
4215 Valley Lake Terrace 
College Park, GA  30349 
303-761-3775 
norwen@worldnet.att.net 
 
National Safety Director  
Brian Nelsen 
9240 W. 124th Street 
Savage, MN  55378 
952-496-2014 
brian@nitrowatersports.com 
 
National Scale Unlimited  
Director  
Steve Ball  
8122 Rothman  Road 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46835 
219-492-0356 
sball17360@aol.com 
 
National Fast Electr ic  
Randall Thomas, Director 
46 Briarwood Ave. 
Etobicoke, Ont M9W 6G7  CAN 
416-675-6014 
Randall@on.aibn.com 
 
Steve Reesor,  Asst.  Dir. 
425 Ingersoll Ave. 
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 4X4                                   
519-539-2291 
rbw@execulink.com                                                                     

 
 
 

Outboard Director   
Michael Zaborowski 
3404 Anderson Drive 
Eau Claire, WI  54703 
715-834-3298 
grimracer@charter.net 
 
Records Director  
Glen Quarles 
380 Bear Ridge Drive 
Lverna, TX  78121 
830-779-1776 
gqdq@earthlink.net 
 
Technical Review Comm. 
John Equi,  Chairman 
3116 Acklen Dr. 
Huntsville, AL 35805 
256-536-7957 
jondne@knology.net 
  
John Finch,  Mono Div. 
3200 Scherer Dr. 
Richmond, VA 23235 
804-323-0295 
 
Ron Zaker,  Jr.  Hydro Div. 
1012  S. Ahrens 
Lombard,  IL  60148-4004 
630-953-0048 
rzaker@dreisil ker.com 
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